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Belfast

Construction. seq.

Construction saq./
"seale shors

AS AIRED - FDL eaGE:_1
VIDED MOIG
@ NARRATOR @

1t began here in Ireland - at the Harland & Wolff

shipyard in Belfas:.

Three thousand smen would lader here fur mere than
two ysars., They were bullding a monster ~ the largest ship

the world had ever seean,

In the spring of 1908, s mountain of steel bepan

to rise against the gky,

The ship would weigh sixty-six thousand tons: Her

hull would span four ¢ity blocks. Each of her colossal steanm

engines was the size of a three atory house,
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" FADE IN:
1. A QUOTATION AGAINST A BLACK SCREEN:

@ “REJOICE, O YOUNG MAN, IN THY YOUTH...®

ECCLESIASTES

The sound now of & C~130 alr cargo plane roaring over
us and we cut sharply tor

2. EXT:_AIRSTRIP -BASE CAMP - VIETNAM = DAY

As the C-130 coasts to a step, the hatch rotating
down on 2 hot, dusty lifeless airstrip somewhere in
Vietnam. Nothing seems to live or move in the midday sun.

TITLES RUN.

A DOLER NEW RECRUITS step off the plane, unloading their
(:} duffel bags, looking around like only the new can

took arcund, their hair regulation-clipped, erisp,

nevy green fatigues fitting them like cardboard.

CHRIS TAYLOR iz just another one of them « as he
turns into a tight closeup, to look at 2 motorized

(;) cart pulling up slongsidae...He’s about 21. Newmeat.
His face, unburned yet by the sun, is tense, bewildered,
innocent, eyes ssarching for the truth.

They fall now on a heap of BODY BAGS in the back of
the cart. 7Two Soldiers begin lcading them onte the
plane. Flies - hundreds of flies ~ buzz around them.
the oaly cue to their contents.

GARDNER {(next to Chris, Southern acce
That what T think it is?

SOLDIER 1 {a look)
1 gusss 20...

an uncomfortable loock batween them.

SERGEANT
okay, leat's go...

As they move out, Chris' eyes moving with the body

(3? bags being loaded onto the piane. Moving Over now
to a motley HALF OOZER VETERANS bypassing them on
thelir way to the plane. They look happy. Very happy.
chatting it up.
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