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ABSTRACT

For thousands of years the Arabian Gulf countreis and their east african neighbours
maintained numerous historical, cultural and political relationships, on both official and
popular planes. This research examines Africo-Gulf relations in the second half of the

20" century, with particular reference to the State of Qatar.

On the official level the focus of these relations was mainly in political, economic and
cultural fields. This also involved many joint, regional and international organizations,
such as “The Arab League” and “The Organisation of Islamic Conference”. On the
popular level, many charitable organisations have been established across the six Gulf
States with the purpose of providing significant funding for specific development

activities in Africa.

The research also studied the history of the state of Qatar, its Geography, and the political
development of the state form the stage of establishment to the stage of achieving

independence. Moreover, it traced Qatar’s relations with the African countries.

Several key findings emerge from this research. At the official level, the development
aid provided by Gulf States was and still is extensive, with a focus on improved living
standards. This development assistance also covers education, with many African
students attending Gulf educational institutions. Joint organizations have provided a

coordinating role to maximize the support to each other on a global basis.

On the popular level, although this Gulf-African relationship continues to flourish,
findings highlight a lack of strategy and effectiveness from the Gulf’s non-governmental
organization sector in terms of the high level of funding provided to African countries. In
particular, the duplication of funded activities, the lack of empowerment within African
communities and the lack of liaison with relevant African governments are negtivley

impacting on the success of Gulf-funded programs and initiatives.

More importantly, this research provides key recommendations for Gulf organizations at
the official and popular levels, so that future targets are strategic in terms of intended
results. However, a key finding was the need for the Gulf-African regions to review
current practices so that their traditional strong and close relationship reflects the

changing times in terms of effectiveness and efficiency.
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